Northern Ireland Commission for Catholic Education

30th  January 2006 

Letter to Fellow Trustees/Chair of Governing Body/ and Principals

Reference: Structures to support Post Primary Review in Catholic Education 

Dear Colleague, 

We are writing to you as members of the Northern Ireland Commission for Catholic Education to advise you of the initiatives which are currently being undertaken by trustees of Catholic schools in response to significant developments in government policy and legislation

The decision to end academic selection as a means of transfer to post-primary education, the introduction of a new curriculum through the entitlement framework, the continuing demographic downturn,  the financial challenges facing many schools, the changes in information technology serve inevitably to call for certain adaptations in how schools  will operate in the future. As a consequence it is essential to ensure that any adaptations are planned for in a structured and inclusive way in order to ensure optimal educational outcomes for all pupils into the future, without loss of quality outcomes.
The Northern Ireland Commission for Catholic Education is comprised of Senior trustees, Diocesan and Religious.  The  members are Bishop P. Walsh, Bishop S. Hegarty and Bishop D. McKeown together with Sr. A.M. McQuaid RSM, Sr. P. Rogers OSC, and Br. S. Deignan FSC.   The Religious and Diocesan Trustees for Catholic Education are committed to working together towards a ‘Shared Future’ and ensuring diversity of provision as part of their educational objectives. 
Funding has been secured by the trustees of the Catholic managed sector from the Department of Education, to assist the sector plan collaboratively for the future. A Post-Primary Review Team has been established to provide support to the trustees for such planning.  The trustees have appointed Mr Gerry Lundy as Programme Director to take this work forward on their behalf.  
The trustees are establishing structures and processes to ensure collaborative approaches in preparing this future.   Core principles and terms of reference for example will be developed by them to ensure congruence and facilitate communication.  Such collaboration will necessarily involve the trustees systemically linking with all relevant parties, who will be kept informed of developments.
We would hope to have an opportunity in the near future to further clarify these matters with you. 
Yours Sincerely 
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Bishop Donal McKeown,  Chairperson, 

Anne Marie McQuaid, RSM, Deputy Chairperson.

Cc to Permanent Secretary, DE,  CEOs of each ELB, Chairperson GBA, CEO, CCMS,  CEO, N.I.C.E., CEO, Comhairle na Gaelscolaiochta, General Secretary/Regional officers, Teacher Unions.   
