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Dear Colleague
I write to advise that the Department of Education (DE) has informed CCMS that the proposed budget for minor works has been significantly reduced for the 2010/11 year and that this requires a re-prioritisation of current and future schemes so that resources can be allocated to address the highest priority needs.

CCMS has been working closely with DE to manage the impact of the proposed budgetary pressures and has agreed that the priorities for this year must be to address those minor works that meet inescapable statutory requirements such as Health & Safety, Fire Protection and our statutory obligations under the Disability Discrimination Act.  In particular:

i) fulfilling our legal obligations to provide sufficient places for children of statutory school age in respect of nursery, primary and post-primary schools;

ii) fulfilling our legal obligations in regard to accessibility to and within schools where a child with a disability attends the school;

iii) urgent Health & Safety work required where a risk has been identified and the manageability of the risk assessed.

CCMS, in co-operation with DE, is engaged in a process of reviewing those schemes that are considered essential to progress.  

We will continue over the forthcoming months to review the progression of schemes.  Unfortunately, it is likely that a number of schemes, even though some are well advanced, will therefore not be progressing in this financial year.  These schemes will, however, remain live but on hold until the 2011/12 financial year. DE will be writing to Trustees over the coming weeks advising if their schemes are to be held. We will be keeping the situation under close review as the year progresses.  

DE has also indicated that the budget position will be continuously monitored throughout the year and that, if additional resources become available, they will allow other schemes to proceed

In order to ensure the most effective management of existing schemes with DE, CCMS will not be progressing any new minor works unless they fall under the aforementioned priorities and even then we cannot at this stage guarantee funding.  We will continue to work closely with Trustees and schools and will provide advice as to how some of the pressures and issues arising from the reduction in capital minor works funding may be managed at this challenging time

The Department shall shortly issue letters to non-controlled school authorities indicating those minor works that are not being taken forward in 2010/11.  

Yours sincerely

Gerry Lundy

Head of School Planning and Development
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To: Trustees of Catholic Maintained Schools (by post)


	Principals of Catholic Maintained Nursery Schools (by post)


	Principals of Catholic Maintained Schools (by email)





Re:   Minor Works Advice











