CCMS Circular 2006/10



JANUARY 2006
To:
Chairperson of Boards of Governors and 

Principals of all Catholic Maintained Schools

Dear Colleague
Re:
Suspension & Expulsion Report

Enclosed is a report prepared by CCMS Officers for the Council’s Education Curricular Committee during the 2004/05 school year.  The report is based on information gathered on the 2003/04 school year.  It analyses the extent of Suspensions and Expulsions in the Catholic Maintained sector and the range of circumstances which led to the decision to impose sanctions.

Suspensions and Expulsions are under review with changes in the operation of the scheme being proposed in the Draft Education Order 2006.  These proposed changes, if implemented, will impact significantly on the autonomy of schools in the management of Suspensions and Expulsions, indeed the role of Governors as the expelling authority will be removed.  Council is anxious that schools are aware of the proposals and that their views are made known to the Department.  
It is concerned, however, that the rate of both Suspensions and Expulsions is greater in the Catholic Maintained sector than in any other.  Principals and Governors are asked to consider these findings, the practices within your school and the recommendations at section 13 of the document which propose actions for schools and Governors.  It is important that the means to manage behaviour are both effective and consistant with the inclusive ethos of Catholic Education.

Regards
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JIM CLARKE

DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Enc
