CCMS Circular 2005/42 
To:
Chairperson of Boards of Governors and 

Principals of all Catholic Maintained Schools
Dear Colleague

Holydays of Obligation
The Irish Bishops’ Episcopal Conference has recently sought to clarify the relationship between the ethos of Catholic schools in Ireland today and the observance of Holydays of obligation.  CCMS, for its part, has always made the case to the education partners when setting school holidays that the rights of catholic schools to close on Holydays should be recognised and respected.
The position amongst schools is, however, no longer consistent with some continuing to close on all nominated days as a matter of principle while others prefer to open, at least on some of the days, with masses or other acts of observance provided through the school.

The Irish Bishops Conference, having taken the views of practitioners in different areas and circumstances into account, has recently issued guidance devolving responsibility for deciding whether the school should close or remain open (with appropriate liturgical arrangements in place) to the Board of Governors in consultation with the Trustees of the school.  In practice this means that direction should be sought from the Bishop of the Diocese or the Trustees representatives or the Board of Governors (usually the parish priest in the case of diocesan primary schools).
The Council advises that which ever option a school chooses it should ensure that pupils have access to mass.  If the school is closed the responsibility is with the parents if it is open mass should be celebrated in the school or the pupils brought to the church.  Schools may, at the discretion of the Boards of Governors, designate a holyday as a ‘Baker’ day or a day of exceptional closure for staff development purposes.

If you require any further information please contact the Diocesan Office.

Yours sincerely
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JIM CLARKE
DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Enc
