
CCMS Circular No 2005/17

May 2005
To :  All Principals of Catholic Maintained Schools 

Dear principal
Consultation on New Admissions Arrangements for Post-Primary Consultation
The Council welcomes the opportunity to respond to the consultation on post primary admissions arrangements and would urge your teachers and your governors to respond to the Department. There are clear implications for both primary and post primary schools at a time of educational change. A common curriculum at key stage 3 means that important subject and career choices will emerge at 14 after most children have developed their aspirations and interests through sampling the diversity of the key stage 3 curriculum. It is for this reason that we see age 14 as the earliest point at which major course/subject decisions should be taken and where the pupil profile can be particularly useful.
Council believes that school admission arrangements should work for the benefit of all parents and children in an area. The arrangements should be as simple as possible for the parents to use, and help them to make the appropriate decision about the preferred school for their children. Even in a non-selective system with greater flexibility at 14-19, parents may still need support in determining their preferences for post primary school.

In formulating a response Council officers have worked with groups of primary and post primary principals as well as Council members and officers themselves. There is much consensus on the way forward though different phases have different emphasis and areas of concern.

For instance primary schools have expressed concern about the possible misuse of the pupil profile. The emerging consensus has been that the profile is at a very early stage of development and both school and parents will need time to understand its use. While welcoming its development and use as a communication tool with parents, schools felt it should not be used in order to facilitate any form of selection.  Similarly post primary schools have said that it should not be an expectation on or by parents that they have an individual meeting with each post primary school. While such meetings may be of assistance to a small minority of parents, they place a strain on the majority of parents and even more so the schools. Council has found such insights and comments invaluable in formulating its response.
To aid you in your response attached are comments on each of the questions in the consultation which will form the basis of the response from Council. Hopefully this will aid your own deliberations and make an informed response to the Department easier. The Department has asked (in order to facilitate their analysis) that schools forward a response as soon as practical.
Yours sincerely
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Paul O’Doherty

Policy and Development
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