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To:  
Principals of Catholic Maintained Primary and 

Nursery Schools
Dear Principal

Council welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Review of the Pre-School Education Expansion Programme and would urge schools to respond to the Department.  Since it was launched in 1998 Council has acted with the Department and the local PEAG groups to secure the best provision for children and families.  The benefits of pre-school education cannot be overstated: a year of quality pre-school education with trained teachers can provide children with a great foundation for their future learning.  This investment aids not only the child directly but families, communities, society and the economy.  Research (EPPNI) has shown that, when compared with children who have no pre-school experience, children who attend pre-school before commencing compulsory education achieve better verbal, non-verbal and general cognitive skills and are better prepared for primary school and learn more quickly.  It also shows that children who have attended pre-school are more sociable, confident and independent than their peers who have not.  This contribution to the common good and the parish is highly valued by Council.
It is opportune therefore to reflect on lessons learnt through the existing programme and the potential for future provision.  Despite all that the Expansion Programme has accomplished, its implementation has revealed a number of issues where improvements should be possible. Council would wish to explore the greater integration of formal education with childcare services.  
The implementation of the Programme and the large decline in the size of the pre-school cohort have raised a number of issues including the pre-school admissions age; the removal of reception provision; the pattern of full-time and part-time provision; issues common to the statutory and voluntary/private sectors; and the extent to which developments elsewhere, particularly developments in integrated cross-agency provision, should be incorporated locally. 
Council would wish to share some initial thoughts on the points raised by the review and important decisions which will arise from the review.  To aid schools and governors the attached paper reflects the structure of the question booklet from the Department.
Yours sincerely
PAUL O’DOHERTY

Policy & Development Co-Ordinator
Enc
