CCMS Circular 2004 / 08

21 May 2004
To  
Chairpersons of Boards of Governors and 

Principals of Catholic Maintained Schools

Dear Colleague,

Guidance on Department of Education consultation:

“Suspension & Expulsion procedures – Proposals for Change” and Department of Education/Department of Employment & Learning consultation:
“The Special Educational Needs and Disability (NI) Order 2004 – Proposal for a Draft Order in Council”.
At the end of March both of these documents were issued to all schools for consultation, responses should be submitted by the end of June. Both documents are available on the Department of Education Website at: deni.gov.uk/about/consultation/consultation.htm

Due to the implications of the proposals set out in both documents CCMS recommend that all our schools take time to consider the proposals carefully and make a Board of Governors and a staff response to both documents.

In relation to the Suspension and Expulsion document CCMS would like to particularly highlight our concern in relation to proposal (g) which would see all expulsions being dealt with by a single expelling authority.  CCMS is concerned that this takes away a significant role from the Boards of Governors of the Catholic maintained schools who are currently the expelling authority for the school.  In order that this right be retained, so that schools can effectively manage their own affairs, it is essential that all schools make known their concern regarding this proposal. 
In opposing this recommendation CCMS have opted instead for proposal (h) the introduction of an independent assessor who would represent the child at all stages, ensuring that their rights to education are protected by ensuring that the Board of Governors receives full and accurate information about the case prior to making a decision. 
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In relation to the Special Educational Needs and Disability Order CCMS is very concerned that this legislation is being introduced with no additional resources.  The effective implementation of this legislation will require significant additional financial resources.  We would ask schools to highlight this point in their response as the Order is currently proposed to be resource neutral.
In order to assist schools with their responses I have enclosed the CCMS responses to both documents. 

Should you wish to have further clarification about the content of the documents please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely
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FINTAN MURPHY

SENIOR EDUCATION ADVISER
Encs
