CCMS Circular 2003 / 21
29 September 2003

To:
Principals of Catholic Maintained Post-Primary Schools
Dear Colleague
Exceptional Closure Day 
Key Stage Three Curriculum Review

You will have received notice of the granting of an additional exceptional closure day to be taken in either October or November to consider the revised proposals for the Curriculum and Assessment of Key Stage 3 and for a revised Core Syllabus for Religious Education at Key Stage 3.

The Council would urge schools to avail of this opportunity both to influence the proposals and to develop staff in seeing how they and the learning areas for which they have responsibility fit into the whole of the school experience for children at Key Stage 3.

These proposals provide an opportunity to recognise areas of learning such as the acquisition of skills, appropriate and relevant learning styles and assessment methodologies which are fit for purpose.  They also provide for imaginative responses to how learning is organised and delivered within and beyond schools.

I consider the approach taken by the CCEA as a positive means of staff development and a sound introduction to some of the changes which teachers will have to deal with over the next few years.  I feel it would be helpful to have the staff consider the whole package, not just those elements relating to particular learning areas or subjects. 

I look forward to a strong response from the Catholic Maintained sector at both school and individual teacher level.

Yours sincerely
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Jim Clarke
HEAD OF EDUCATION

DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE

