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To 	Trustees, Chairs of Boards of Governors and 


	Principals of Catholic Maintained Schools








Dear Colleague





New Opportunities for PE and Sport Programme





I write in respect of the above programme to clarify and highlight some issues arising.  CCMS welcomes this necessary injection of additional Capital Funds to this area and looks forward to playing its part in moving the initiative forward.





CCMS will be working closely with our other partners on the Education and Library Boards Area Partnerships which have been set up to progress this Programme, which aims to provide in excess of £30 million to new capital spend to provide PE and Sport Opportunities across Northern Ireland.





It would be important that your school actively engages in making a bid for funds from this programme if you feel that your school matches the criteria and can deliver some of the Key Outcomes.  The Stage One application is not in itself a lengthy process and information is available from the NOF Website:  www.nof.org.uk.  Some support is also available from the CCMS Officer Ms Briege Arthurs who is based in our Holywood Office.





Each Area Board Partnership may, properly, adopt a different format when seeking these initial applications.





It is also important to make you aware that, as the initiative is one of Capital Investment and improvement, the Trustees have the sole authority to authorise such works and must be consulted in advance of any bid or expression of interest.  If a school bid is successful, it will be the Trustees who will appoint the professional design teams and who will be in receipt of the Capital Grant aid.





I would advise, therefore, that prior to making an application, your school receives confirmation from the local Trustee that they are happy for the project to proceed.





Yours faithfully


� EMBED PBrush  ���


Gerry Lundy


Head of School Planning and Development


