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To 	Principals of Catholic Maintained Schools








Dear Colleague





As you are aware the Department of Education and the Council have, as part of their TSN plans, committed themselves to the promotion of a more proactive approach to the promotion of the uptake of Free School Meals.  This is in line with the New TSN objectives C17 (CCMS) and DE18 (Department of Education).





The enclosed Research Report, published in the latter half of 2001, offers an insight into issues that have emerged in the UK and should inform our thinking.  Whilst much of the material will not relate directly to us as teachers there are some significant insights and some useful recommendations at Section 6.





The Council is also aware that there have been significant changes in the “benefit system” which has seen children move off free meals, and into other benefit arrangements, even though their circumstances have not changed.  The Council, at a regional level, will raise this issue within the LMS Steering Group.





As and when other pertinent research papers become available we will alert schools to them.





Yours sincerely
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EDDIE McARDLE


DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE








Enc	Research Report No 270 - Improving the Take Up of Free School Meals











