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To: 
Chairpersons of Boards of Governors and

        
Principals of all Catholic Maintained Schools

Dear Colleague

Re:  Foot and Mouth - Guidance on normalisation of school related activities

As a consequence of the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development’s announcement on 28 March 2001, concerning the relaxation of existing movement restrictions advocated during the current crisis, I now wish to apprise you of amended advice in relation to schools and their activities. This advice replaces that which was issued to schools on 2 March 2001.

Visits to farms and contact with livestock should still be avoided, and, in particular, visits to the two existing 10km surveillance zones namely, Meigh, Co Armagh and Ravensdale, Proleek, Co Louth. 

However, school visits to Great Britain and the Republic of Ireland and reciprocal visits by their citizens to schools here may now take place but contact with farms and livestock should still be avoided nevertheless.

On returning to Northern Ireland, travellers should follow the guidance for all visitors here and co-operate with all measures put in place at ports and airports. 

Sporting, cultural and social events, including visits to the countryside, and inter-school sports may now resume but farmers and their families, and others who have had contact with livestock should still avoid them.

I recognise that the observance to date of such wide ranging movement  restrictions has created difficulties for schools and your co-operation in the interests of containment of the virus within its initial outbreak locus is appreciated.

I would nevertheless caution that all safeguards advocated to contain the spread of the disease have yet to be lifted by DARD (Department of Agriculture and Rural Development) and your continued assistance in exercising responsibility, particularly in relation to proximity of farms and livestock in general is still requested.

Yours faithfully

Donal Flanagan   

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
