March 2001


To:            Principals,  Boards Of Governors, Trustees


               


From:       The Council for Catholic Maintained Schools





FOOT   AND  MOUTH  DISEASE





Further to the Department's advice regarding measures to contain the spread of foot and mouth disease, I wish to provide guidance in relation to possible temporary closures and the attendance of children from a designated infected area.





Subject to local circumstances and specific direction from the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD),  schools will remain open.  Schools within a designated infected area should contact their local Diocesan Office for advice on the management of any particular situation.





With regard to staff and children who have had close contact with livestock (irrespective of where they live) and attend a school within a designated infected area, it is strongly recommended that they should absent themselves from school. 


 


Such persons may return to schools that are located in infected areas after 7 days have elapsed since their last contact with livestock,  provided the livestock concerned has not been identified as having the virus.


Such persons should not return to schools in the affected area if their lifestyle involves ongoing contact with livestock. 





DARD, in consultation with the Council, will continue to closely monitor the outbreak and advise on the possible temporary closure of individual schools, should this, in its view become necessary.





For further and regularly updated information, "DARD"  Helplines  on 90524279 and 90245590 have been set up and are operational from 8:30 am - 9:00 pm  7 days a week.





The Department of  Education (DE) also has information on its website at www.dani.gov./pr2001/pr010094.htm 


         











