CCMS Circular 2001/03 

January 2001

To:
Chairpersons of Boards of Governors and


Principals of Catholic Maintained Schools


Designated Teachers for Child Protection


Deputy Designated Teachers for Child Protection

Dear Colleague

RE:  PASTORAL CARE: CCMS DESIGNATED OFFICERS FOR CHILD PROTECTION
In recent times schools have expended considerable time and energy into developing effective ‘Pastoral Care’ systems and reviewing their ‘Child Protection’ procedures.

At this point in time it is appropriate to apprise colleagues of the revised list of CCMS Designated Officer contacts and changes to Diocesan Office Addresses (Clogher and Dromore).

The enclosed lists replace those in the CCMS Child Protection booklet (CCMS Circular 1997/16) and should be brought to the attention of the Principal, Designated Teacher and Deputy Designated Teacher, in each school.

The revised lists also indicate CCMS Deputy Designated Officer responsibilities and cover for absence arrangements.

It is imperative that schools keep the Child Protection element of their pastoral care policies under review to ensure fitness for purpose in the event of incidents arising.  The core document for reference purposes remains the Department of Education Circular 1999/10 and should be supplemented with reference to CCMS, local ELB and ACPC policies, procedures and protocols.  A Training Video and Booklet for Designated Teachers has been distributed to every school and is a useful staff training resource.

The CCMS Designated Officer in your diocese should be one of the first points of contact regarding advice, guidance or referral.  If the officer is not available the Deputy or neighbouring Diocesan office should be contacted.

The Human Resources Manager, Mr Sean McGuickin retains the role of Chief Designated Officer for the Council has responsibility for the management of cases referred to him by the Designated Officers and a strategic overview of all procedures and issues.  Schools should not normally contact Mr McGuickin directly regarding general enquiries.

In a similar manner Mr Martin Donnelly, Senior Adviser retains a strategic overview of the policy dimension and represents Council on the Designated Officer for Child Protection in Education Group (DOCPEG) and other multi-agency fora, should not be contacted regarding any specific cases or referrals.

I thank you for your continued co-operation in ensuring that all the children in our schools are educated in a safe and secure environment.

Yours sincerely



MARTIN J DONNELLY

SENIOR ADVISER

Encs

Footnote:

For easy reference the current CCMS Circulars on Child Protection are:

CCMS Circular 1997/16
‘Child Protection’ Booklet

CCMS Circular 1999/6
Update following issue of DENI 1999/10

CCMS Circular 2001/03
Designated Officers

