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Dear Colleague

Open University – Young Applicants in Schools and Colleges Scheme (YASS)

The advent of the Entitlement Framework has challenged schools to find courses which meet the specific learning needs of young people.  There is also demand to increase the range of vocational options, extend collaboration and challenge the most able.

Enclosed is some information on YASS which schools, individually and/or collectively may wish to consider as some way of extending curricular choice and learning experience.  The scheme is not widely used at present in Northern Ireland but there is a broad experience of it across the UK.

Details of how you can find out more about the scheme are included. 

Yours sincerely

JIM CLARKE

DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Enc

Open University - Young Applicants in Schools and Colleges Scheme (YASS)

 YASS involves

· academically gifted students in Years 13 and 14 (NI) 

· selected undergraduate modules 

· first year undergraduate level study, alongside AS and A2 levels.

May benefit others, including those

· at schools with a restricted sixth form curriculum

· involved in caring

· in care 

· whose education has been interrupted due to illness or disability. 

Established in 

· England and Wales (over 200 schools ) - ten years 

· Northern Ireland (Slemish College, Ballymena) - seven years 

Benefits for pupils include 

· development of independent study skills

· increased academic profile for university admission

· opportunity to encounter new subject areas

· wider choice of learning options

Benefits for schools include opportunities to 

· add breadth and depth to the school curriculum

· facilitate exposure to other teaching environments and approaches, including distance learning

· provide a context for further utilisation of ICT 

· provides a further option in collaborative arrangements

(All relevant to the Entitlement Framework)

UCAS application forms have provision to 

· record all achievements through YASS

· highlight experience of independent learning at undergraduate level (does not contribute to the admissions points tariff)   

Further information on the scheme can be obtained from 

Christine Compton

Adviser (Young Students)

Tel: 90245025

Email: e.c.compton@open.ac.uk
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