CCMS Circular No: 1999/17





August 1999








To:	The Chairpersons of the Boards of Governors and


	Principals of all Catholic Maintained Schools








Dear Colleague





Health and Safety Management in Schools





As you are aware the Council’s Health and Safety Unit has been operational at Council’s offices in Holywood for some 3 years now.





During this time schools have seen the arrival of a schools Health and Safety Manual and subsequently a specialist publication entitled “Security and Personal Safety in Schools”.  Both these documents were designed to assist your school in effectively dealing with the broader continuous process of health and safety management.





While the need to successfully manage health & safety in the workplace is not new, Council is conscious that schools are still coming to grips with relatively new approaches and techniques (eg Risk Assessment) in fulfilling this important aspect of their overall management responsibilities.





HEALTH & SAFETY MANAGEMENT SUPPORT





Your school’s “Health and Safety Manual” represents a comprehensive framework for installing and maintaining a safety management culture within  your school.  Additionally the Council’s Safety Advisory Unit is simultaneously available for further  specialised advice and support on any matter of health and safety about which you may require school specific information and assistance.





SAFETY UNIT ADVICE LINE





The advisory support service may be accessed by contacting me, Gerry Corr, Council Health and Safety Adviser on 01232 426972


(Ext 1033) or Direct Line 01232 393893 at Council Head Office, where I shall be pleased to assist with any queries you may have.





Yours faithfully











GERRY CORR�HEALTH & SAFETY ADVISER














