
Additional Information for school principals on swine influenza A 

(H1N1)

This information sheet contains additional information about swine flu as well as addressing 
questions that may arise about access to the vaccine and issues concerning staff.

 

What is swine flu?

Swine flu is a respiratory Illness caused by a new strain of the influenza virus. This new strain 
has been named pandemic (H1N1) 2009 by the World Health Organization.

What are the symptoms of swine flu?

The symptoms of swine flu are similar to the symptoms of normal, human seasonal flu and  
include fever or history of fever equal to or greater than 38°C and two or more of the following: 
s฀ COUGH
s฀ SORE฀THROAT
s฀ RUNNY฀NOSE
s฀ ACHES฀AND฀PAINS
s฀ HEADACHES
s฀ VOMITING�DIARRHOEA

What measures can protect against infection?

General infection control practices and good respiratory hand hygiene can help to reduce 
transmission of all viruses, including swine flu. These include:
s฀฀ COVERING฀YOUR฀NOSE฀AND฀MOUTH฀WHEN฀COUGHING฀OR฀SNEEZING�฀USING฀A฀TISSUE฀WHEN฀POSSIBLE�
s฀฀ DISPOSING฀OF฀USED฀TISSUES฀PROMPTLY฀AND฀CAREFULLY�
s฀฀ MAINTAINING฀GOOD฀BASIC฀HYGIENE�฀SUCH฀AS฀WASHING฀YOUR฀HANDS฀FREQUENTLY฀WITH฀SOAP฀AND฀ 
฀ WATER฀TO฀REDUCE฀THE฀SPREAD฀OF฀THE฀VIRUS฀FROM฀HANDS฀TO฀YOUR฀FACE฀OR฀TO฀OTHER฀PEOPLE�
s฀฀ CLEANING฀HARD฀SURFACES฀SUCH฀AS฀DOOR฀HANDLES฀FREQUENTLY฀USING฀YOUR฀USUAL฀CLEANING฀PRODUCT�
s฀฀ MAKING฀SURE฀CHILDREN฀IN฀YOUR฀CARE฀FOLLOW฀THIS฀ADVICE�

How is swine flu treated?

)F฀THE฀ILLNESS฀IS฀MILD฀AND฀THERE฀ARE฀NO฀UNDERLYING฀RISK฀FACTORS฀THEN฀IT฀CAN฀OFTEN฀BE฀MANAGED฀LIKE฀
NORMAL฀mU฀BY฀STAYING฀IN฀BED฀AND฀TAKING฀OVER฀THE฀COUNTER฀PREPARATIONS�฀(OWEVER฀THOSE฀WITH฀
underlying conditions and with more serious disease should stay at home and telephone their 
GP or out of hours service.   

It is important that they do not go to their GP’s surgery or to an accident and emergency 

department, but that they stay at home where, if necessary, they will be visited by a doctor.
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Is there a swine flu vaccine?

Approval for swine flu vaccines has been granted by the European Medicines Agency. The 
following groups have been prioritised for vaccination:
1) Individuals aged between six months and 65 years in the current seasonal flu clinical at- 
฀ RISK฀GROUPS�
2) All pregnant women.
3) Household contacts of immunocompromised individuals.
�	฀0EOPLE฀AGED฀��฀AND฀OVER฀IN฀THE฀CURRENT฀SEASONAL฀mU฀VACCINE฀CLINICAL฀AT
RISK฀GROUPS�

)N฀ADDITION฀TO฀THESE฀GROUPS฀FRONT฀LINE฀HEALTH฀AND฀SOCIAL฀CARE฀WORKERS฀HAVE฀BEEN฀PRIORITISED฀TO฀
RECEIVE฀THE฀VACCINE฀WITH฀THE฀lRST฀CLINICAL฀GROUP฀AS฀THEY฀ARE฀AT฀INCREASED฀RISK฀OF฀INFECTION฀AND฀OF฀
transmitting that infection to susceptible patients.

Does swine flu particularly affect children and young people?

Swine flu is particularly affecting children and young adults. Children are proving to be highly 
efficient carriers of the swine flu virus and schools provide the perfect environment for it 
to spread. There is also some evidence that there is less natural resilience to the virus in 
children and young people.

What about children who have underlying health problems?

4HERE฀ARE฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀CHILDREN฀WHO฀MAY฀BE฀AT฀INCREASED฀RISK฀AS฀A฀RESULT฀OF฀THEIR฀UNDERLYING฀
health conditions. Those children will be among the first priority groups to receive the 
vaccine. Children who are vulnerable to infection (eg those with respiratory illness, renal 
PROBLEMS฀OR฀COMPROMISED฀IMMUNE฀SYSTEMS	฀AND฀WHO฀DEVELOP฀mU
LIKE฀SYMPTOMS฀WILL฀RECEIVE฀
appropriate treatment. They should remain at home where they may require ongoing clinical 
assessment. Detailed medical advice for individual children can also be discussed with 
COMMUNITY฀PAEDIATRICIANS�฀3CHOOL฀ATTENDANCE฀OF฀CHILDREN฀WITH฀COORDINATED฀CARE฀PACKAGES฀
should be discussed on an individual basis with the GP and care manager in the local Health 
and Social Care Trust. If children need hospitalisation, the hospital should be informed that 
the child has suspected flu so that they can be appropriately isolated and treated. 

What action should be taken if a child develops flu-like symptoms while at school?

)F฀A฀CHILD฀DEVELOPS฀mU
LIKE฀SYMPTOMS฀AT฀SCHOOL�฀ARRANGEMENTS฀SHOULD฀BE฀MADE฀FOR฀THEM฀TO฀
BE฀TAKEN฀HOME฀AS฀SOON฀AS฀POSSIBLE�฀7HILE฀WAITING�฀THEY฀SHOULD฀BE฀PLACED฀IN฀A฀SUITABLE฀AREA�฀
such as a medical room or small office (in order to reduce the chance of spreading infection 
TO฀OTHER฀CHILDREN	�฀BUT฀WHERE฀THEY฀CAN฀BE฀KEPT฀UNDER฀OBSERVATION�

4HEIR฀PARENTS฀SHOULD฀BE฀ADVISED฀TO฀TAKE฀THE฀CHILD฀STRAIGHT฀HOME฀AND฀IF฀NECESSARY฀TO฀TELEPHONE฀
their GP or out of hours service.
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Should the school close if there are children and young people with swine flu?

School closures are not recommended at this time because the virus is becoming 
INCREASINGLY฀WIDESPREAD฀IN฀THE฀COMMUNITY�฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀REPEATEDLY฀EXPOSED฀TO฀THE฀
virus in their everyday lives – closing the school will no longer be effective in slowing the 
spread of the virus as people could still be exposed outside the school.

In some special circumstances, for example a school with children who are particularly 
vulnerable to infection or because there are insufficient staff members, a decision may be 
made to close the school. However, it is important to point out that swine flu has in most 
cases been a relatively mild illness. As far as possible schools should plan to manage 
‘business as usual’. 

Should children who have had contact with a known case of swine flu be kept 

away from school?

.O�฀!S฀LONG฀AS฀THEY฀ARE฀WELL฀AND฀NOT฀SUFFERING฀FROM฀mU
LIKE฀SYMPTOMS�฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀REASON฀FOR฀
THESE฀CHILDREN฀TO฀BE฀KEPT฀AWAY฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀AND฀THEY฀CAN฀CARRY฀ON฀WITH฀THEIR฀NORMAL฀ROUTINE�

Parents should, however, be vigilant for flu symptoms and, at the first signs of these, should 
KEEP฀THE฀CHILD฀AT฀HOME฀AND�฀IF฀NECESSARY�฀TELEPHONE฀THEIR฀'0฀OR฀OUT
OF
HOURS฀SERVICE�

Should a member of staff attend school if they have a close contact that has been 

diagnosed with swine flu?

!S฀LONG฀AS฀THEY฀ARE฀WELL฀AND฀ARE฀NOT฀SUFFERING฀FROM฀mU
LIKE฀SYMPTOMS�฀THEY฀CAN฀CONTINUE฀WITH฀
their normal duties.

What action should be taken if a member of staff develops flu-like symptoms?

)F A฀MEMBER฀OF฀STAFF฀DEVELOPS฀mU
LIKE฀SYMPTOMS฀AT฀WORK�฀THEY฀SHOULD฀REPORT฀THEIR฀SYMPTOMS฀TO฀
their line manager and go home. If a member of staff develops symptoms at home they should 
INFORM฀THEIR฀LINE฀MANAGER฀�BY฀TELEPHONE	฀THAT฀THEY฀ARE฀UNlT฀FOR฀WORK�฀)F฀THEY฀HAVE฀UNDERLYING฀
health conditions, are pregnant or are very unwell they should telephone their GP or out-of-
hours service. If they are otherwise healthy they should be able to recover at home with the 
usual flu remedies. If their symptoms do not improve, they should telephone their GP or out-
OF
HOURS฀SERVICE�฀4HEY฀SHOULD฀lNISH฀ANY฀TREATMENT฀AND฀RETURN฀TO฀WORK฀WHEN฀THEY฀ARE฀SYMPTOM

free, but no sooner than 5–7 days after the initial symptoms appeared and provided they have 
completed their course of antivirals, if prescribed.
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Is it safe for pregnant teachers to continue to teach if a pupil or another member of  

staff has been diagnosed with swine flu, or has come into close contact with a case?

4HERE฀IS฀NO฀OVERALL฀EXCESS฀RISK฀TO฀PREGNANT฀WOMEN฀FROM฀TEACHING฀THAN฀THEY฀FACE฀IN฀THE฀
community. In schools the emphasis should be on ensuring that symptomatic children are 
identified, isolated and sent home. It is however sensible for pregnant women to avoid close 
contact with those who have symptoms of the flu. Pregnant women should be aware of the 
signs and symptoms of swine flu so that they can telephone for early medical advice and, if 
indicated, treatment. As pregnant women are in the priority group, pregnant teachers who 
wish to avail of the vaccine should be facilitated.

Should hand sanitisers be provided in schools?

What is most important is that all schools have proper hand washing and drying facilities in 
their toilets at all times, including hot and cold water, liquid soap and paper towels or hot air 
dryers. It is not necessary to provide hand sanitisers, however should a school choose to do 
so, it is important to note that they are not a substitute for good hand washing facilities.

Where is further information available?

The Northern Ireland swine flu helpline will operates between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday 
on Tel: 0800 0514 142.

More general information can be obtained from various websites, including:

Public Health Agency
www.publichealth.hscni.net

Health Protection Agency
WWW�HPA�ORG�UK

Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety  
WWW�DHSSPSNI�GOV�UK

Department of Education 
WWW�DENI�GOV�UK

World Health Organization 
www.who.int

Teachernet
WWW�TEACHERNET�GOV�UK
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